ACADEMY EXHIBIT ON TREASURE ISLAND 


THE ATTENTION of members and friends is called to the Academy's ex- 
hibit at the Golden Gate International Exposition. Among the interesting 
features on display are fourteen tanks of small ornamental and tropical 
fishes furnished by the San Francisco Aquarium Society, which has its 
headquarters and holds its monthly meetings at the Steinhart Aquarium. 
Special exhibits illustrating certain phases of work being carried on by 
each of the research departments of the Academy have also been installed. 
The exhibit is in the north end of the Hall of Science. 
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June Announcement 


THE Recutar JUNE Meetine of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in the Assembly Room (third floor) of the San Francisco Public 
Library on Wednesday evening, June 5, 1940, at eight o'clock. The speaker 
of the evening will be Dr. Robert E Heizer of the Department of Anthro- 
pology, University of California, whose subject will be “Primitive and 
Modern Whaling” The lecture will be illustrated with lantern slides. 

Whaling has been carried on for many centuries. We read in Greek lit- 
erature of the capture of whales some 3,000 years ago. In the tenth century 
Norway, France and Spain carried on considerable hating Wis however, 
only in the last several centuries that whaling has been a productive source 
of income for many countries. Methods in this field of human activity, as 
in many others, have changed over the course of years, becoming more efh- 
cient and, at the same time, more deadly. In olden days sailing vessels were 
employed and whales were taken with hand-thrown harpoons from small, 
open boats. The whales killed were the slower species that could readily 
be captured by such methods and were, of necessity, those that rarely sank 
when dead. 

Modern methods are very much more destructive than they were in 
the early days. Large steamboats are employed in hunting, each being 
equipped with small cannons which fire harpoons. After capture, the 
whales are floated and towed to stations on shore or to large cruising fac- 
tory steamers that have facilities for hauling whales aboard. Some of these 
larger vessels have a displacement of 30,000 tons and are capable of storing 
6,000,000 gallons of oil. These modern methods account for the enormous 
annual catches of today and are, in part, responsible for speeding the de- 
pletion of one of the world’s important natural resources, 

The public is cordially invited to hear Dr. Heizer. 
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Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Mem pers that the Council at 
its meeting May 17, 1940, approved the applications of Dr. Ralph W. 
Chaney, Dr. Charles Gurchot, and Mr. Edward S. Ross for MEMBERSHIP 


in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of 
these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks 


after May 29, 1940, they will be considered elected. 


Oxar P Jenkins, Recording Secretary. 
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WHuItreE SHARK ADDED TO LERNER COLLECTION 


THE ILLUSTRATION on the front of this issue of the News Letter is a pic- 
ture of a White Shark (Carcharodon carcharias) or “man-eater” taken by 
Mrs. Michael Lerner at Wedgeport, Nova Scotia in August, 1938. This is 
the largest white shark on record to be taken with rod and reel by a 
woman. It weighed 432 pounds when captured. Although these so-called 
man-eating sharks are typically inhabitants of tropical water, individuals 
occasionally wander into the temperate regions. 

Mr. Lerner, justly proud of Mrs. Lerner's accomplishment, had the 
shark mounted and sent it to the Academy, where it forms a fine addition 
to the Lerner Collection of Large Game Fishes on exhibit in the North 
American Hall. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lerner left recently for the west coast of South America 
on an expedition for the American Muscum of Natural History, in quest 
of specimens and scientific data to add to our knowledge of the large 
marine fishes of that area and for comparison with the results of their ex- 
pedition last year to New Zealand and Australian waters. 

Mr. Lerner is vice-president of the International Game Fish Asso- 
ciation of which the California Academy of Sciences is one of the mem- 
ber institutions. 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE AQUARIUM 


On May 14, the Steinhart Aquarium received two hundred fifty-eight 
tropical fish, through the kind co6peration of Chief Engineer Charles 
Knudsen of the Steamer Mariposa, and the Matson Navigation Com- 
pany. Some of these are from the Hawaiian Islands, but the majority are 
from the Fiji Islands where the Aquarium has recently received a permit 
to obtain specimens for exhibit. Included in the collection are some of the 
beautiful blue damsel fish and the rare golden damsel fish, as well as many 


sea horses. 


